
When God brings freedom to His oppressed people



Most countries celebrate an 
“Independence Day” 



Of Course, the Jews did as well
• God used the plagues to get Egypt to stop 

oppressing the Israelites, and let them worship 
God.

• Pharaoh refused which lead to Israel’s 
“Independence Day”:

• The Passover: Exo. 12:13, 23, 29-30… 13:3
• Crossing the Red Sea: Exo. 14:30-31



The concept 
“day of the Lord” was born

• God pours out His wrath (tied to natural disasters, amazing 
military defeat)… while at the same time pouring out His 
blessing upon His oppressed people.

• This day would be remembered yearly. Exo. 14:13

• Yahweh, their warrior leader, brought down their enemy 
and lead His people to salvation. Exo. 15

• While the phrase wasn’t stated initially, the concept paved 
way for the future.



Centuries Later…



During the “Divided Kingdom”
Israel Looked for another

“day of the Lord”
• One where their new enemies (Assyria, Babylon) 

would be overthrown (like Egypt) and where His 
oppressed people would be freed.

• The prophets wrote of this coming day… but,
there’s one problem… 



“day of the Lord”
Initial Phrase… Against Israel!

• Literal phrase used 30x (25x in the O.T.)
• Joel - 1:15, 2:11, 31
• Amos - 5:18
• Isaiah – 2:12

• Of course, used against other nations. 
Babylon: Isa. 13:6-9; Egypt: Jer. 46:1

Deuteronomy 28:27, 60, 68



Pouring out His Spirit?
• Joel sees past Israel’s sins to a later time when 

another (Messianic) “day” would come. Joel 
2:28-32

• This was picked up on by Peter. Acts 2:17-21



And then, there is the
“Day of the Lord”

The poetic language that referred to the “day of 
the Lord” (God’s defeat of Israel, or its enemies) 
blurred with the coming “Day of the Lord”… His 
return. Mal. 4:5; (concept alluded to in Matt. 24)



Purpose for Christians today?
• Like the children of God in the Old Testament, 

Christians should look forward to the “Day of the 
Lord”

• Unlike the children of God in the O.T. – we need
to cling to God and His righteousness that we
may enjoy His salvation! 1 Thess 5:1-11; 
2 Pet. 3:10-13


