


The Beauty of the “Shema”

• It was so important that this passage turned 
into a prayer: prayed at least twice a day. 

• This passage (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) is the “John 
3:16” for Jews.

• It is sung in a variety of ways.

• Jewelry is even made.



Having ears,

Do we really listen?



Different ways to use “Shema”

• The most superficial way “shema” was 
used was to hear auditory sound. Gen. 3:8

• More than that, it could carry an intention to 
understand what was being said. Gen. 18:10

• Ultimately, it carries the weight of 
“obedience”. Gen. 22:18



N.T. Carryover of “Shema”

• While written in Greek, most N.T. writers had a 
Jewish mindset, including the concept of 
“shema”.
• The greatest command. Matt. 22:37
• “hearing” / “obedience” “dull of hearing” / 

disobedience / unbelief. Heb. 4, 5
• Parables. Matt. 13:9-23



Practical Applications for Today

• Children, “shema” your parents; thus you will 
honor them. Eph. 6:1 

• Brethren, “shema” one another. Jas. 1:19

• Brethren, “shema” our elders. Heb. 13:17


